


The formula seems to be working. In a 10 year period, the PBSC
has grown to host nearly 400 teams and several thousand an-
glers and spectators each year. As the tournaments have grown
over the years, so too has their visibility within the marine in-
dustry, particularly with potential sponsors. The grass roots na-
ture of events like the PBSC offers the sponsor a unique way to
reach out to their customers in a manner that really personalizes
the relationship with them. Two companies in particular that have
taken full advantage of that opportunity are SeaVee Boats and

Mercury Marine, title sponsors of the PBSC.

“My background in tournaments, began as a competitive
fisherman,” said Bunn. | began fishing tournaments about 20
years ago at the age of 13. “Over the years, | invested a lot of
time into becoming an accomplished tournament angler.” That
effort has been rewarded many times over, as Bunn and his
teammates on Perfect Chemistry have logged numerous
tournament wins in high profile tournaments here in South
Florida, including the coveted Triple Crown title in 2004 for top
overall performance in the Ft. Lauderdale Billfish, Miami Billfish

and Pompano Fishing Rodeo tournaments.

That competitive experience contributed greatly to Bunn’s

perspective as he developed the PBSC trail over the years.

“Preparation and hard work are key elements to success for any
fishing team, and beyond that there are two things that you need
to have total confidence in — your boat and your motors,” said
Bunn. “As | began to target a title sponsor in the boat and en-
gine category for our tournaments, | wanted to align myself with
brands that | truly believed in. For me, the credibility of standing
behind a boat and an engine that | had the confidence to compete
in as a professional angler, was far more important than aligning
our events with another brand just for the purposes of signing on

a sponsor.”

Bunn’s relationship with Mercury Marine offered him a natural
segway into conversations with many of their boat partners.
“I ' wanted a boat line that delivered a product capable of meeting
the expectations of the most demanding fishermen, with no
compromises in finish and attention to detail,” said Bunn. He
found that match in SeaVee boats. Much like Bunn’s company,
SeaVee Boats is a family based company whose owners all share

a devout passion for fishing. A closer look into the different

models that SeaVee has to offer, and you quickly recognize you are
dealing with builders that know what it takes to build the ultimate

center console boat.

“Pound for pound, we see some of the best competitors in tourna-
ment fishing right here in the PBSC,” said Bunn. “These guys push
their boats, their equipment and themselves to the limits every tour-
nament. From baitwells, to deck space, fishability, performance and
ride, the demands of some of our competitors border on obsessive
compulsive. But how can | blame them, I’'m one of them,” said Bunn.
He’s currently running a 32’ SeaVee powered with twin 300HP

Mercury Verados.

Meeting the demands of a tournament team is a tall order for any
manufacturer. However, for SeaVee apparently it's an order they have
no trouble filling. In the last 5 years, SeaVee Boats has become a
household name among tournament competitors in the PBSC series.
The top teams in the series are all running SeaVee’s and much like
Mercury, SeaVee boats typically account for a large share of the boats
on the leader board on any given tournament weekend. In the first

leg of the PBSC in May, nearly twenty percent of the teams in the 130

boat field were running SeaVee boats. And yes, the top spot in
the tournament was occupied by a SeaVee boat. “How’s that for

proof of performance,” said Bunn.

For some, the PBSC represents an opportunity to get out on the
weekend and enjoy a great time on the water with family and
friends in the fishing community. Catching fish or winning a prize
is merely icing on the cake. For others, the PBSC fuels their in-
satiable appetite to put their fishing prowess to the ultimate test
in an effort to win it all. “So long as they all have fun in the
process, then we’ve accomplished our goal,” said Bunn. “We
have great sponsors and great anglers to thank for all of the suc-
cess the PBSC has endured over the years. With any luck we’ll
be here for another 10 years of fun and excitement!” For more
information on the PBSC and Bluewater Movements, log on to

www.bluewatermovements.com.





